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Study Goals: Estimate Tournament Economics 

• Total Atlantic HMS tournament operations’ direct 

economic activity  

• Quantify tournament participants 

• Tournament participants’ direct economic activity  

• Tournaments’ total regional economic impact  

• Use these data to better inform fishery management 

& regulatory processes 
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Study Timeline 
2015 

– Published Federal Register Notice 

for the new survey 

– Obtained feedback from the Advisory 

Panel during the September meeting 

– Secured a contractor to administer 

the survey 

 

January 2016 

– Approval from OMB for the survey 

data collection 

 

February 2016 

– Developed and posted information 

flier on the survey to our website 

– Finalized questionnaires and 

sampling protocols 

– Notified March HMS tournaments 

selected for the participant survey 

March 2016 

– HMS Listserv notice announcing 

the start of the survey 

– Notify April HMS tournaments 

selected for the participant survey 

Summer – Winter 2016 

– Continue conducting the survey 

February 2017 

– Tournament survey ends 

Summer 2017 

– Data analysis and report composition 
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Outreach  

• Informational flier 

• HMS News email notice 
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Survey Instrument  

• Two survey instruments developed 

• Operator survey 

• Tournament participant survey 

• Online survey form was selected 

• Responsive web design for use on computer, 
smartphones, or tablets 

• Allows for distribution by tournament operators via 
email to participants 

• Paper survey forms available upon request 
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Online Operator Survey 
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Online Participant Survey 
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Participant Demographics 
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Sampling Plan 

• Survey all NMFS-registered Atlantic HMS 

tournament operators in 2016 (270 – 280) 

• Survey participants from 50% of tournaments 

• Simple random sample based on 2015 

tournaments should provide representative 

sample 
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Survey Delivery Strategy 

• Tournament Operators surveys: 

• Pre-notification letter mailed prior to tournament 

• Follow up email & phone calls after the tournament 

• Tournament Participant surveys: 

• Sending fliers to tournament operators to distribute 

at captain’s meeting 

• Survey web address and pass code included on 

fliers 

• Asking operators to send out reminder emails 
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Survey Status Update 

March  

• Tournament pre-notice 

letters sent: 3 

• Number selected for 

participant survey: 2 

April 
• Pre-notice letters sent: 11 

• Number selected for 

participant survey: 5 
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Comments and Questions 
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